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Survey results: 

Friedrichstrasse promenade air quality 

Background situation: 

Since the end of August 2020, cars are no longer al-
lowed to drive along Friedrichstrasse between  
Leipziger Strasse and Französische Strasse. Instead, a 
wide cycle lane has been created. The space for pedes-
trians has been expanded and the quality of time spent 
on the street has been significantly improved with new 
seating and plant containers. 

The aim of the project is to improve the quality of life 
on the street in the heart of the city by improving air 
quality and reducing noise pollution. A study by  
Environmental Action Germany (DUH) now shows that 
the provisionally established car-free Friedrichstrasse 
in Berlin actually has a positive effect on air quality. 

 

 

 

Measurements by Environmental Action Germany: 

Measurements north of the car-free section of Friedrichstrasse between Unter den Linden and  
Behrenstrasse: 

- Friedrichstrasse 83 (east side of street) 

- Friedrichstrasse 158 (west side of street) 

Measurements within the car-free section of Friedrichstrasse:  

Between Französische Strasse and Jägerstrasse:  

- Friedrichstrasse 76 (east side of street) 

- Friedrichstrasse 172 (west side of street) 

Between Mohrenstrasse and Kronenstrasse: 

- Friedrichstrasse 63 (east side of street) 

- Friedrichstrasse 187 (west side of street) 
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Measurements south of the car-free section of Friedrichstrasse between Leipziger Strasse and 
Krausenstrasse:  

- Friedrichstrasse 56 (east side of street) 

- Friedrichstrasse 194 (west side of street) 
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Figure 1: from "Friedrichstrasse promenade interim project report – December 2020" by the Berlin District Office of Mitte 
and the Senate Department for the Environment, Urban Mobility, and Climate Protection###. Editing by DUH. 
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Results: 

Before the introduction of the "Friedrichstrasse promenade": 

The Berlin Senate Department for the Berlin Senate Department for the Environment, Urban Mobility, 
Consumer Protection and Climate Action (SenUMVK) has been measuring NO2 pollution at a point located 
at 172 Friedrichstrasse for many years, i.e. in a section that has now been redesignated as car-free. As 
recently as 2019, the last year in which cars were allowed to drive along Friedrichstrasse, the NO2 level 
there was 33 µg/m³. 

 
Car-free? NO2 pollution in µg/m³ in 2019 

Friedrichstr. 172 No 33 

 

After the introduction of the "Friedrichstrasse promenade": 
 

Car-free? NO2 pollution in µg/m³  
22.10.2020 until 30.04.2021 

Friedrichstr. 194 No 23.8 

Friedrichstr. 56 No 21.4 

Friedrichstr. 63 Yes 19.6 

Friedrichstr. 187 Yes 19.7 

Friedrichstr. 76 Yes 20.4 

Friedrichstr. 172 Yes 19.6 

Friedrichstr. 83 No 20.3 

Friedrichstr. 158 No 22.1 

 

 

Classification: 

According to the Senate Department for the Environment, Urban Mobility, Consumer Protection and Cli-
mate Action###, the annual average impact of the Corona pandemic on NO2 pollution in the air we 
breathe is only 2 µg/m³. The reduction in NO2 pollution of up to 13 µg/m³ recorded in the current meas-
urements thus clearly exceeds the effect of the Corona pandemic. 

The partial closure of Friedrichstrasse means that it no longer has any function for through traffic. This 
also relieves those parts of Friedrichstrasse that have not yet been redesignated as car-free. In the adja-
cent street sections, NO2 pollution is higher than in the car-free section, but at a maximum of 23.8 µg/m³, 
it is also well below the pollution level recorded for 2019. The plausibility of the air quality measurements 
is confirmed by traffic counts conducted by the Berlin Senate Department, which show a significant de-
crease in traffic volumes on Friedrichstrasse "beyond the area of the promenade". 

This means that the provisionally established car-free Friedrichstrasse has reduced nitrogen dioxide pol-
lution by more than 10 µg/m³ within six months. 
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About the project: 

DUH has been working since October 2020 on the project "Pop-up Republic: New Mobility Berlin", which 
is funded by the international association of cities ICLEI within the framework of the ICLEI Action Fund. 
The aim of the project is to collect, prepare and analyse environmental data in order to objectify discus-
sions about the transition of mobility. The impact of new cycle lanes, with a special focus on pop-up cycle 
lanes, parking space management, neighbourhood traffic calming measures and 30 km/h speed limits on 
the volume and composition of traffic as well as on NO2 pollution is investigated in order to be able to 
make informed statements about the impact on air quality and climate. 

Status: 28.05.2021   

Account for donations: Bank für Sozialwirtschaft Köln | IBAN: DE45 3702 0500 0008 1900 02 | BIC: BFSWDE33XXX 

Environmental Action Germany (DUH) is recognised as a non-profit 
environmental and consumer protection organisation.  
It has been awarded the DZI Seal of Approval for donations. Charita-
ble will bequests are exempt from inheritance and gift tax. 

We have been campaigning for climate protection and fighting for the conser-
vation of nature and biodiversity for over 40 years. Please help us with a dona-
tion – for the future of nature and mankind.  
Thank you very much! www.duh.de/spenden 

 www.duh.de    info@duh.de        environmental action    en-
vironmental action    

 We'll keep you up to date:   www.duh.de/newsletter-abo 
 

Environmental Action Germany 
 
Radolfzell Office 
Fritz-Reichle-Ring 4 
78315 Radolfzell 
Tel.: 0 77 32 99 95 - 0 
 

 
 
Berlin Office 
Hackescher Markt 4 
Entrance: Neue Promenade 3 
10178 Berlin 
Tel.: 030 2400867-0 

Contacts 
 
Robin Kulpa 
Project Manager Transport and Air 
Quality 
Tel.: 030 2400867  - 751 
email: kulpa@duh.de 
 

 
 
Annette Stolle 
Deputy Head of Transport and Air 
Quality Department 
Tel.: 030 2400867  - 78 
email: stolle@duh.de 
 


