
UNRES  RICTEDI
PUBLICATION REPORTPUBLICATION REPORT



UNRESTRICTED PUBLICATION REPORT

May 2026

About Climate Whistleblowers

Climate Whistleblowers (CW) is an NGO founded in 2023 that seeks to
defend whistleblowers, as well as strategically litigate and advocate on
their behalf when their disclosures speak to climate-related issues.

www.climatewhisleblowers.org

Contact: info@climatewhistleblowers.org

 UNRESTRICTED PUBLICATION REPORT - CLIMATE WHISLTEBLOWERS (CW) 2026



 UNRESTRICTED PUBLICATION REPORT - CLIMATE WHISLTEBLOWERS (CW) 2026

CONTENT
02WHAT IS UNRESTRICTED?

WHAT IS UNCOVERED BY UNRESTRICTED AND WHY DOES IT MATTER?

WHAT IS KTM? 

WHAT IS AN ENDURO MOTORCYCLE?

WHAT IS HOMOLOGATION?

WHAT IS THE ALLEGED FRAUD?

HOW IS DERESTRICTION REGULATED IN THE EUROPEAN UNION?

WHAT COUNTRIES ARE INVOLVED?

WERE ANY LAWS VIOLATED?

WHO ARE THE MAIN ACTORS BEHIND THE DERESTRICTING SCHEME?

WHAT ROLE DO WHISTLEBLOWERS HAVE IN THE TRANSPORT INDUSTRY?

HAS THERE BEEN ANY TESTING TO PROVE THE IMPACT OF THE DERESTRICTION?

WHO IS THE WHISTLEBLOWER?

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

WHAT IS CLIMATE WHISTLEBLOWERS?

03

04

04

05

06

08

08

09

10

11

13

14

15

16

16

O1.

O2.

O3.

O4.

O5.

O6.

O7.

O8.

O9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

IS THIS A MOTORCYCLE DIESELGATE? 

KTM’S FULL STATEMENT: 1717.



 UNRESTRICTED PUBLICATION REPORT - CLIMATE WHISLTEBLOWERS (CW) 2026

Unrestricted is a year-long cross-border investigation uncovering how motorcycle giant KTM is
facilitating widespread emission evasion.

Led by Climate Whistleblowers (CW) and a consortium of European media, Unrestricted shows that
KTM facilitates the systematic derestriction of an entire line of its motorcycles before they reach
customers, drastically increasing pollution and noise, with serious consequences for public health and
the climate. The investigation reveals this open secret is orchestrated throughout the entire production
and sales chains of KTM's enduro models, which are motorcycles used both on and off-road. Ten
years after Dieselgate, the scheme shows vehicle manufacturers continue to engineer their way
around emission regulations.

In 2024, a whistleblower who has worked in the motorcycle industry for 20 years contacted CW and
claimed that the Austrian brand implemented a system to market overpolluting enduro motorcycles. A
motorcycle rider his whole life, the whistleblower decided to speak out to promote positive change in
the enduro industry, believing the company puts profit before human health, the environment and
clean technological innovation.

CW assessed there were elements pointing to the existence of an emissions bypassing scheme and
supported the whistleblower in forming a consortium of European media that worked together for
months: Le Monde, Paper Trail Media, Zweites Deutsches Fernsehen (ZDF), L'Espresso, El País, Der
Standard, Der Spiegel, Österreichischer Rundfunk (ORF), DeSmog and the Centre for Climate
Reporting.

CW and its partners led a thorough investigation to establish whether KTM's conduct harmed human
health and the environment, and to expose possible gaps in European and national laws governing
the motorcycle homologation process. Media partners led undercover visits to official dealers and to
motorcycle events. CW and its partners open-sourced data, requested access to documentation from
European and national authorities, and exchanged with experts and professionals from the
motorcycle world. The findings confirmed the whistleblower's claims.

KTM rejected the investigation's findings, stating it sells all enduro models in road-legal, type-
approved condition and that any subsequent competition modifications are made by dealers only at
the customer's request, with clear warning that road legality is then lost. The company added that its
sustainability reporting follows EU standards and is independently audited. KTM's full statement can
be found at the bottom of this document.

Unrestricted?
01.WHAT IS

1

  Dieselgate was a 2015 scandal in which diesel cars marketed as cleaner than gasoline vehicles were found to emit far higher levels of pollutants on the road
than in laboratory tests. Volkswagen had installed software known as "defeat devices" that activated emission controls during official testing but disabled
them in real-world driving, resulting in emissions far above reported levels. Subsequent investigations showed the misconduct extended beyond Volkswagen,
where the scandal first broke, to the broader automotive industry.

1

02

https://www.climatewhistleblowers.org/?p=2885
http://climatewhistleblowers.org/
https://www.lemonde.fr/
https://www.papertrailmedia.de/
https://www.zdf.de/
https://lespresso.it/
https://elpais.com/
https://www.derstandard.at/
https://www.derstandard.at/
https://www.spiegel.de/
https://orf.at/
https://www.desmog.com/
https://climate-reporting.org/
https://climate-reporting.org/
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An extensive derestriction practice. 15 undercover visits and calls to authorised KTM
dealerships in Austria, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Belgium and the UK confirm that KTM’s
motorcycles are mechanically and electronically derestricted before sale. Customers ride away
on a vehicle that no longer matches the homologated version, and that is more polluting and
powerful. The research also found that customers are discouraged from buying one of these
motorcycles in its restricted version.

A scheme facilitated by the manufacturer, not improvised by dealers. The design of KTM
enduros allows for modification of pollution control devices; KTM then supplies the hardware and
software necessary to derestrict it, and allegedly trains its authorised dealers to perform the
modification. Not only that - but the investigation clearly shows KTM created a bike that cannot
be properly used in its restricted version.

Emissions and noise well above legal limits. Independent testing commissioned by the
International Council on Clean Transportation (ICCT) of a derestricted KTM motorcycle recorded
noise levels and polluting gases such as hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide, and nitrogen oxides,
well above legal limits. 

UNCOVERED BY                               AND WHY DOES IT MATTER?
02.WHAT IS

This scheme:

Harms public health and the climate. The extra hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide and
ultrafine particles released by derestricted motorcycles can cause respiratory and
cardiovascular harm, while the additional methane and CO₂ work directly against EU climate
targets in a sector that is already among the most polluting in the world and at the heart of the
EU’s climate goals.

Shows blatant corporate impunity and disregard for the public and the environment,
ten years after Dieselgate. A decade after the car industry was caught circumventing
emissions rules, another major European vehicle manufacturer is alleged to be engineering its
way around the same kind of regulation, with little evidence their behaviour is being monitored
by regulators.

Highlights the importance of whistleblowers, especially in transport. The practice was
an open secret across the industry, yet invisible to regulators for years. It surfaced only because
an insider chose to speak out, which is precisely the role whistleblowers play in exposing
environmental and climate harm that authorities cannot otherwise see. 

UNRES  RICTEDI

03

https://theicct.org/
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Founded in Austria in 1934, KTM (Kronreif Trunkenpolz Mattighofen) is one of Europe's foremost
motorcycle manufacturers and one of the world’s biggest off-road manufacturers. It has long been
part of a larger corporate group, first the Austrian Pierer Mobility Group and, since November 2025, the
Indian Bajaj Auto, one of the world’s largest motorcycle manufacturers. KTM is now owned by publicly
traded Bajaj Mobility AG, which is listed in Switzerland and Austria.

KTM focuses strongly on off-road motorcycles. It describes itself as the world leader in the sector (see
Bajaj Mobility AG, “Preliminary Key figures for the financial year 2025”, 29 January 2026, p.16): in 2024,
KTM held an estimated 22–25% share of the global off-road market, where enduro models were the
leading category. Enduro motorcycles play a major role in KTM’s identity, featuring heavily in its
marketing and highlighted by several successes in enduro and motocross competition, including Dakar
Rally wins and other world titles. 

KTM? 
03.WHAT IS

Enduro refers both to a sport and to the type of motorcycles used in it. 

As a sport, enduro is a timed off-road race that includes public-road sections, governed by the
Fédération Internationale de Motocyclisme (FIM). As a motorcycle category, enduros are part of the
off-road segment, but have the distinctive characteristic of being dual-use - they are meant to be
used both on public roads and unpaved ones. As such, enduros have larger fuel tanks, road-
compatible tyres, a heavier frame, softer suspension, and more powerful engines to tackle steep
slopes and natural obstacles. They also often include street-legal equipment, allowing use on paved
roads.

AN ENDURO MOTORCYCLE?
04.WHAT IS

04

https://press.ktm.com/Info.aspx?menueid=3051&l=international#:~:text=Powered%20by%20a%20distinct%20READY,manufacturer%20based%20in%20Mattighofen%2C%20Austria.
https://www.bajajmobility.com/en/newsroom/eqsfeed/909896411?type=corporate;presse
https://www.bajajmobility.com/en/investor-relations/publications
https://www.fim-moto.com/en/sports/enduro
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There can be two versions of the same enduro motorcycle: a homologated version and a non-
homologated version.

In its homologated form, an enduro has specific design features and uses mechanical and
electronic parts that comply with safety and environmental requirements. For safety, a crucial aspect
is that the motorcycle is equipped with street-legal features like turn signals, headlights, a kickstand,
and rear-view mirrors. Only homologated enduros are allowed to be driven on public roads.

If the motorcycle is modified, the new version must be homologated with its new additions. Otherwise,
the motorcycle automatically loses its homologation and can no longer be driven on public roads. 

In its non-homologated form, a motorcycle does not comply with the relevant type-approval
legislation. It is an exception made in the EU for models exclusively designed and marketed for off-
road and competition use. It means that a non-homologated motorcycle must not be driven on public
roads, have a number plate and other street-legal features, nor be insured for public road use.

HOMOLOGATION?
05.WHAT IS

In most countries, trails accessible to enduros are legally classified as public roads, even when they are
unpaved. Additionally, enduro competitions often include sections that run on public roads. As a result, enduro
riders generally need motorcycles that comply with road-legal requirements.

05
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The scheme is simple: KTM enduro motorcycles leave the factory homologated, but are systematically
derestricted before they reach the customers. That way, they are more powerful and more polluting.
Journalist partners witnessed how blatant it was while conducting their undercover investigations:

THE ALLEGED FRAUD
06.WHAT IS

It appears that KTM manufactures some of its Enduro models with a configuration that severely hinders their
performance, to ensure they emit the least polluting emissions and noise and pass EU homologation tests.

The Process

06

“And then, in terms of homologation, the bike is assembled like that, and then we put in
the right parts, I mean... it's not information we give to everyone, because it's a bit of a
scam... but everyone has to do it, otherwise off-roading would become impossible.” 

Told by a KTM Sales representative to an undercover Le Monde reporter
at the Brussels Motor Show, January 2026

“It's so tightly laced that it doesn't work properly at all,” one dealer in
Germany told an undercover reporter. “Nobody would enjoy that,
neither the motorbike nor the rider. It's really just for the registration,
so to speak, so that you can get it through.”

Then, KTM provides its dealers with the necessary equipment and access to software so they can mechanically and
electronically modify the motorcycle. This derestriction process is carried out systematically by the dealers before
the enduro is handed over to the customer, to make the enduros regain their full off-road capabilities. At another
dealership in southern England, the owner even told undercover reporters their employees receive training from KTM
on how to ‘derestrict’ the bikes and have to do tests on the process each year.

“There is no restricted version,” he says. “If I ride it restricted, it tears itself
apart after 20 kilometres.” The restriction, he says, exists only “for this fake
road approval.” said a salesman at a KTM dealership in eastern Austria.

While the customers receive a motorcycle which no longer complies with the type-approval requirements, it appears
that the dealers still provide them with the necessary documentation, mainly a certificate of conformity, which is
required for registration as road-legal with national authorities and for lawful use on public roads.
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In most countries, trails accessible to enduro motorcycles are legally classified
as public roads, even when they are unpaved. Additionally, enduro competitions
often include sections that run on public roads. As a result, enduro riders
generally need motorcycles that comply with road-legal requirements.

by, for instance, replacing
the factory air restrictor
with an unrestricted open
air filter cage designed for
maximum airflow. This can
increase engine
performance, but also
leads to higher pollution
and emissions.

More specifically, the derestriction process can include the
following steps: 

01
Increasing the air
flow to the engine

by removing the lambda sensor,
which measures oxygen levels in the
exhaust and sends information to the
motorcycle’s computer. Without this
sensor, the computer can no longer
properly adjust combustion, and the
engine pollutes more. 

02
Disabling regulation of

the air-fuel mixture

The original converter is
designed to eliminate as many
pollutants created by
combustion as possible.
Removing it or switching it to a
high-flow catalytic converter
limits its filtering capacity in
exchange for improved engine
performance.

03
Replacing or
removing the

factory catalytic
converter

Every KTM enduro goes through this
derestriction process before being handed
over to the buyer by the authorised dealer. In
other words, as confirmed by several official
KTM dealers during this investigation, buyers
cannot ride off on a KTM enduro model with
its factory settings.

05
Using a KTM-owned software to

enable modification of the computer

which normally redirects part of the
exhaust gases back into the engine to be
burned again and reduces emissions.
Removing these tubes weakens the bike’s
ability to limit pollution. 

04
Removing the tubes of the exhaust

gas recirculation system

Reporting by our media partners
based on conversations with official
KTM dealers, a KTM representative,

and public statements and
conversations by consumers and

dealers, confirms that this is not an
isolated practice, but a systematic

one. In several countries where
undercover visits were conducted, the

motorcycles were even exposed in
their derestricted version, ready for

sale.

[The KTM enduro models assessed in
our investigations are the following:
250 EXC; 300 EXC; 250 EXC-F; 350

EXC-F; 450 EXC-F; 500 EXC-F.]

07
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The derestriction process is strictly regulated in the European Union because of the safety and
environmental risks it can create. 

Emission regulation has become a key climate policy tool for the EU, particularly in the transport sector,
where reducing air pollution and greenhouse-gas emissions is essential to meeting public health and
climate objectives. 

In practice, the process becomes illegal when it pushes the motorcycle beyond the legal version that
was approved for sale, especially if it increases emissions and horsepower.

The relevant legislation is Regulation 168/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council. It sets the
rules for the approval and market surveillance of motorcycles, including enduros, and automatically
applies in all EU Member States. 

Concerning derestriction, the regulation prohibits tampering with the system to prevent exceeding
emission limits (i.e. carbon monoxide (CO), total hydrocarbons (THC), non-methane hydrocarbons
(NMHC), nitrogen oxides (NOx), and particulate matter (PM)). The Regulation even requires
manufacturers to build anti-tampering features, precisely to prevent modifications that would
unlawfully increase performance beyond the type-approved limits or damage the environment. 

DERESTRICTION REGULATED IN THE EUROPEAN UNION?
07.HOW IS 

In most countries, trails accessible to enduro motorcycles are legally classified as public roads, even when they
are unpaved. Additionally, enduro competitions often include sections that run on public roads. As a result,
enduro riders generally need motorcycles that comply with road-legal requirements.

“European standards exist to protect public health, ensure fair
competition and prevent private profits from being made at the
expense of the environment. Massively tampering with vehicles after
they have been type-approved potentially distorts testing, misleads
consumers, undermines user safety and increases air pollution.” 

Marie Toussaint, Greens/EFA MEP

Unrestricted is the result of an investigation conducted in Austria, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, and
the UK. That said, circumvention of EU emissions regulations and EU homologation likely occurs in
every EU Member State where KTM has authorised dealers selling enduros, and potentially in other
countries with similar regulatory limits.

 COUNTRIES ARE INVOLVED?
08.WHAT

08

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2013/168/oj/eng
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The practice revealed by Unrestricted is "so grossly unlawful and illegal that you rarely come across
anything like it," according to German environmental lawyer Remo Klinger. Certain elements of the
investigation suggest that specific European regulations and related national laws have been violated
by KTM and/or its authorised dealers involved. This notably concerns:

KTM’s obligation to prevent tampering of its vehicle's powertrain which would render the vehicle no
longer compliant with the provisions of Regulation 168/2013 (Article 20, Regulation 168/2013); 
KTM’s obligation to ensure that their vehicles are placed in the European market in their
homologated version (Article 9(1), Regulation 168/2013); 
KTM’s obligation to inform the relevant authorities when it has reasons to believe that the non-
homologated version of its vehicles has been placed on the market (Article 10(1), Regulation
168/2013);
The distributors’ obligation to ensure that the vehicles they are selling in the European market
comply with their homologation (Article 14(1), Regulation 168/2013); and 
The distributors’ obligation to inform the relevant authorities and the manufacturer when it has
reasons to believe that the non-homologated version of its vehicles is being made available (Article
15, Regulation 168/2013).

Any violation of the EU Regulation by manufacturers equates to contravening national laws in Member
States, which have implemented EU law.

In Austria, where KTM are headquartered, modifications to emission-relevant components in vehicles,
the use of circumvention strategies, the de-activation or removal of emission-reducing devices and
placing of such items which allow for this type of manipulation on the market are all prohibited and
subject to administrative penalties of up to 10 000 euros per vehicle; however, systematic violations
can result in higher penalties. Additional penalties could include a prohibition on the sale of vehicles or
revocation of the type approval. Dealers are also subject to the same liability and penalty for point-of-
sale derestriction or performance-altering interventions in the engine control system (Section 33(6a)
KFG 1967).

In addition, non-compliance with the type approval for the class of vehicle detailed in Regulation
168/2013 is a violation (Section 27a KFG 1967), as is the failure to report the modification to the relevant
authority (Section (33(1) KFG 1967).

Similar violations exist in other countries where KTM enduros are sold. For instance, in France,
tampering with a vehicle is a criminal offence. “Any person that carries out modifications to a vehicle
which remove or impair the performance of an emission control device, as well as conceal any
malfunction of such a device” is liable to a 7 500 euros fine as well as a ban on practising their
professional or social activity (Code de la route, Article L.318-3). 

Additionally, any authorised KTM dealers displaying or selling a type-approved enduro model which
has been tampered with can also be held liable under French law (Code de la route, Article L.321-1). 

Likewise, misobserving vehicle homologation is punished under French criminal law. It is notably illegal
to sell or use “a device or item of equipment that does not conform to an approved type or a
type that has been type-approved, where approval of such a device or item of equipment is
required by this Code or by the regulations adopted for its implementation” (Code de la route, Article
R.321-4, para. 4 & 5). This offence also results in criminalising the selling or use of a vehicle that has
been subject to illegal tampering.

Beyond these violations, it is also possible that KTM’s behaviour may have reached the threshold for
further criminal liability if it can be established by relevant authorities that this was an organised and
systematic plan, involving deception by both the manufacturer and the dealers, to circumvent
regulations. 

ANY LAWS VIOLATED?
09.WERE

09

https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=10011384
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=10011384
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=10011384
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=10011384
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000047053619
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000018873982
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000046086891
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000046086891


KTM relies on its authorised dealers. Using the equipment and software provided by the manufacturer,
dealers will mechanically and electronically derestrict the type-approved motorcycles, while still providing
the necessary documents, notably the certificate of conformity, to allow the customers to register their
motorcycles as road-legal with national authorities and drive them on public roads.
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THE MAIN ACTORS BEHIND THE DERESTRICTING SCHEME?
10.WHO ARE

Unrestricted has revealed that the scheme has been carried out throughout the entire production and
sales line. It therefore involves all actors from the factory to the customers, including distributors. 

The manufacturer, KTM, is where the scheme begins at the design phase of an enduro motorcycle.

KTM appears to manufacture its enduros with restricted parts and software to pass emission tests and
be homologated, but with no real intention of letting customers use the motorcycles in this restricted
configuration. 

Although KTM is facilitating the scheme, it claims that customers independently choose to remove the
restrictions. KTM even acknowledges that it results in higher risk and higher emissions:

 (2021, 2022, 2023 Sustainability reports)

10

“The Enduro Competition models are homologated in a mechanically and
electronically throttled condition. However, the motorcycles are often used in an
unthrottled condition at amateur and professional racing events, at the customer's
own risk. This results in significantly higher consumption and greenhouse gas
emissions.” (2021, 2022, 2023 sustainability reports)

 The Manufacturer

The Distributors

MANUFACTURER DEALERS

Designing the bike Mass producing the
model

Sending the model
through type:
approval process

Delivery the model to
dealers with parts
and trainings

Selling
the
bike

Pre-inspection

Derestricting the bike

Pre registering the bike for the client

Technical control
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ANY TESTING TO PROVE THE IMPACT OF THE DERESTRICTION?
11. HAS THERE BEEN
Yes. In early 2026, the International Council on Clean Transportation (ICCT), who previously uncovered
the Dieselgate scandal, independently commissioned the Czech University of Life Sciences in Prague to
perform laboratory and on-road testing on a derestricted KTM 300 EXC enduro motorcycle to measure
its exhaust emissions and noise levels. The results showed significant over-emissions both in noise and
pollutant levels, with several of the latter exceeding European regulatory limits dozens of times over.

Researchers tested the motorcycle both in laboratory conditions using a chassis dynamometer (a sort
of treadmill for vehicles), and in real-world riding conditions on a closed track. They measured
emissions of hydrocarbons (HC), unburned fuel compounds, carbon monoxide (CO), a toxic gas
produced by incomplete combustion, nitrogen oxides (NOx), methane, and particles. They also
measured noise levels, with the motorcycle both standing still and in motion.

11

What did they find?
The results were clear: all tests showed emissions and noise levels drastically above legal limits.

The study found the following:
The motorcycle emitted more than 20 times the legal limit for combined hydrocarbons (HC) and
nitrogen oxides (NOx); as well as more than 20 times the legal carbon monoxide (CO) limit. The
researchers noted that, per-kilometre travelled, these CO emissions were comparable to those of
older 60-130 ton diesel regional passenger trains.
Hydrocarbon concentrations reached around 14,000 to 16,000 ppm, compared with the 16-17 ppm
listed in the Certificate of Conformity for the road-legal version. 
Carbon monoxide concentrations reached 4-5%, while the Certificate of Conformity listed 0% CO
for the compliant version. For comparison, CO values were over 10 times higher than the
concentration limits used for the inspection of light commercial vehicles for over two decades.
While methane accounted for only around 1% of emissions by mass compared with CO2, it is such
a powerful greenhouse gas that over a 20-year period this 1% emitted increases the motorcycle’s
total climate impact by up to 90%.
Even though fine particles are not limited by EU regulations on motorcycles, the study found it was
emitting more than 200 times the Euro 7 particle limit applicable to cars. Particle pollution was so
extreme that the particle analyser exceeded its maximum measurement range throughout almost
the entire test. 
Even in restricted mode, tests showed the motorcycle was far louder than allowed, around 11 dB
above the legal limit while riding. When standing still, it was also much louder than the value
declared by the manufacturer. Investigators noted that the first tests were done with the engine
running relatively slowly, and when tested at higher engine speed, noise reached 111.6 dB,
comparable to a chainsaw or a rock concert. 

The researchers concluded that the unrestricted configuration “by far exceeds limits applicable to the
restricted setting type-approved for on-road use”.

https://theicct.org/publication/exhaust-and-noise-emissions-unrestricted-enduro-motorcycle-may26
https://www.esprit-ktm.com/ktm-300-exc-2023.html
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What is the impact on the environment and public health & safety?

These emissions are not just a regulatory issue, they have important environmental and public
health consequences. 

Methane is a particularly potent greenhouse gas, with a much stronger short-term warming effect
than CO2, even in small quantities. Hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide and ultrafine particles from
exhaust emissions also contribute to air pollution, worsening the climate crisis and endangering
the balance of the natural habitats where these off-road motorcycles are driven. 

Beyond climate and environmental impacts, these pollutants pose respiratory and cardiovascular
health risks, especially in densely populated areas. Hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide, and ultrafine
particles can affect pedestrians and other road users, as well as riders themselves, who are
directly exposed. 

Noise pollution is another important concern. Motorcycles and other L-category vehicles can
produce peak sound levels significantly higher than cars, especially during rapid acceleration and
high engine speeds. A small difference in decibels represents a very large increase in actual noise.
A 10 dB increase is perceived by the human ear as roughly twice as loud. The derestricted
motorcycle exceeded the declared value by almost 10 dB during stationary testing, meaning it
sounded at least two times louder and would be even louder at higher engine speeds. Studies
have correlated prolonged exposure to this type of noise to stress, headaches, sleep disturbance,
fatigue, and, over time, reduced quality of life.

The scheme opens the door to riders of all kinds, including potentially young and inexperienced
ones, and allows them to drive motorcycles far more powerful than they are legally or practically
equipped to handle. This poses a risk not only to the riders themselves but to everyone around
them on the road. How many accidents have potentially resulted from this practice remains
undocumented. 

https://lens-horizoneurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/D5.1.pdf


There are strong similarities between Dieselgate and Unrestricted. Both schemes reveal manufacturers’
circumvention tactics in the vehicle industry, resulting in higher emissions than allowed under EU law.
Both schemes highlight structural flaws in how authorities regulate and enforce vital emissions and
pollution regulations. However, several features of the investigation differentiate Unrestricted from
Dieselgate.

The first difference lies in the nature of the scheme. The Dieselgate fraud relied on defeat devices:
software or hardware designed to detect when a vehicle is being emissions-tested and temporarily
reduce pollution output to pass the test, while allowing higher emissions during normal driving. Defeat
devices were installed in the cars and remained in place even after their sale. A clear and explicit ban
on defeat devices has since been enshrined in EU law (Regulation 168/2013, article 19).

Unrestricted, meanwhile, involves modifying vehicles before they’re sold. The manufacturer produces
the motorcycle in such a way as to allow it to be tampered with, and provides the necessary
equipment to do so. Derestriction is therefore facilitated by KTM, although it depends on a third party,
authorised dealers, to conduct the derestriction.

Finally, Unrestricted and Dieselgate are on a different scale in terms of affected vehicles. However,
Unrestricted comes a decade after Dieselgate, after which lessons should have been learnt. It also
concerns an entire fleet of motorcycles produced by the market leader for a long period, which shows
that the practice could be more widespread in the industry. The impact of Unrestricted on human
health and the environment cannot be underestimated and should, similarly to Dieselgate, lead to
investigations by the relevant authorities.
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A MOTORCYCLE DIESELGATE? 
12. IS THIS

13

Dieselgate was a 2015 scandal in which diesel cars marketed as cleaner than
gasoline vehicles were found to emit far higher levels of pollutants on the road
than in laboratory tests. Volkswagen had installed software known as "defeat
devices" that activated emission controls during official testing but disabled them
in real-world driving, resulting in emissions far above reported levels. Subsequent
investigations showed the misconduct extended beyond Volkswagen, where the
scandal first broke, to the broader automotive industry.

What is Dieselgate?

https://energyandcleanair.org/publication/health-impacts-of-diesel-vehicles-suspected-of-using-prohibited-defeat-devices-in-the-eu-and-uk/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2013/168/oj/eng
https://theicct.org/dieselgate-emissions-scandal/
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THE WHISTLEBLOWER?
13. WHO IS 

The whistleblower has been riding motorcycles his whole life, competing both nationally and
internationally in Enduro. He has also been involved in the industry for 20 years on a management
level, giving him extensive experience.

As an enduro enthusiast, his decision to come forward was driven by a desire to align his passion with
his environmental concerns. His aim is to promote positive change in the enduro industry, notably
encouraging sustainable innovation in the manufacturing of road-legal enduro, and ensuring it adapts
to the urgent climate and environmental crisis. 

“I would say that everyone that
rides off-road knows this. So
everyone in the industry knows
exactly what’s going on. And it’s
not even being hidden properly.”

“I would like to see new
innovations on the market.
Innovations would be
motorcycles that have less both
air and noise pollution. And I
think it's possible to do that, but
it's not possible if we or if the
large motorcycle manufacturers
are focused on cheating the
system.”

His actions today are challenging the status quo
and aim to shake up a market plagued by a barely
concealed scheme. 

In his own words:
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“I also think that you don't see any innovation in this area because all they are
focusing on is restricting the bikes. So they have been better and better at
restricting the bikes, but the actual product, the product that people use is not
better. It's roughly the same as 10 years ago. So I just want the practice to stop.”

Unrestricted whistleblower



ROLE DO WHISTLEBLOWERS HAVE IN THE TRANSPORT INDUSTRY?
14. WHAT 

The transportation sector, including the motorcycle industry, is one of the most polluting ones. While
frauds within the transport industry can sometimes remain concealed, Unrestricted suggests that the
derestriction of enduro is an open secret. Yet, regional and national authorities remained unaware of
the extent of KTM’s deceptive tactics, allowing it to go on for several years. 

Whistleblowing in the transport industry is therefore vital, as exposing harmful practices which have a
direct and detrimental effect on the wider public’s health continues to depend on the courage of
individuals who have the expertise to understand the malpractices and who are willing to speak out. 

In the context of the worsening climate crisis, blowing the whistle on the transport industry should not
be seen as an attempt to undermine the industry itself. Instead, it reflects a call for adaptation to
contemporary environmental challenges. 

In the whistleblower’s own words : 

“I think there is absolutely more to be found. I don't think that
this issue is limited to these motorcycles that we've been talking

about today [enduro]. I think there is a lot more to be found.”

15

If you work within the transport industry and have information you would like to share
on potential malpractices and offences, you can reach out to Climate Whistleblowers: 

An email to info@climatewhistleblowers.org

A message on Signal (download here) to the following number:
+33 7 52 02 46 97
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You can contact Climate Whistleblowers by sending: 

mailto:info@climatewhistleblowers.org
https://signal.org/download/
https://www.climatewhistleblowers.org/blow-the-whistle/
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CAN BE DONE?
15. WHAT 

These recommendations are addressed primarily to the authorities, but also concern the motorcycle
community.

National authorities should open investigations into KTM and the dealers’ practices, carry out
independent emissions testing to assess the environmental and public health damage, and strengthen
routine compliance checks across the transport industry and allow enforcement units to be properly
equipped to verify compliance. Regulators should no longer rely solely on manufacturer-submitted
vehicles and documentation, but conduct real-world and post-sale inspections to detect illegal
derestriction and regulatory circumvention.

The European Union should reinforce emissions regulation and significantly strengthen enforcement
mechanisms for motorcycles and other vehicles. EU institutions should introduce stricter oversight of
approval procedures, increase transparency obligations for manufacturers, and establish stronger
cross-border cooperation between national regulators, customs authorities and environmental
agencies. The EU should also ensure that penalties for emissions fraud are dissuasive and consistently
applied across Member States.

The motorcycle community, including riders, clubs, mechanics and industry professionals, should
actively promote cleaner technologies and responsible practices. Enthusiasts can help push the
industry toward the development and sale of high-performance models that meet legal emission and
noise standards without relying on illegal or polluting practices.

CLIMATE WHISTLEBLOWERS?
16. WHAT IS

Climate Whistleblowers (CW) protects and supports individuals who reveal climate wrongdoings
hidden by corporations or governments. We strive to maximise the impact of these revelations through
advocacy, media campaigns, and strategic litigation, working in partnership with investigators,
journalists, lawyers, authorities, activists, and civil society actors.

Our mission is to create a society where environmental whistleblowers are protected, encouraged and
heard by many – because their disclosures have the power to shape opinion and the behaviour of
policymakers and economic actors.

By protecting climate whistleblowers and putting their disclosures in a positive public spotlight, we
create a snowball effect in which more and more people feel empowered to blow the whistle and
instigate change.

16

https://www.climatewhistleblowers.org/
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KTM’S FULL STATEMENT:
The consortium sent a series of more than 50 questions to KTM, in line with the journalistic principle of
the right of reply. These questions related to KTM’s knowledge of the derestriction practice, to the legal,
environmental and safety consequences of it, and to its corporate responsibility. Here is KTM’s full
statement in response:
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“The KTM Group sells and supplies all KTM, Husqvarna and GASGAS-branded enduro
models to our authorised dealers in a road-legal condition in accordance with the
relevant type-approval requirements. Our dealers subsequently sell the vehicles to
end customers exclusively in this homologated and road-legal condition. 
In line with our KTM slogan “Ready to Race”, our products are largely aimed at a
customer base with an affinity for motorsport. Consequently, following purchase, the
specialist dealer may, at the customer’s express request, carry out subsequent
modifications to the vehicles for use in competition. The modifications carried out by
the respective dealer mean that the vehicle no longer retains its original factory
condition. In the context of such customer-initiated competition modifications, the
dealer expressly informs the end customer that road legality is lost and the vehicle
may no longer be used on public roads.

With regard to sustainability, our reporting is in line with the applicable EU standards
for transparent sustainability reporting and is audited by independent auditors.”

KTM was also offered the opportunity to comment on the test results of the derestricted enduro. The
motorcycle brand responded the following:

“We wish to note that the study results referenced in your current inquiry pertain to a
configuration that expressly does not correspond to the factory-delivered state and is
not intended for use in road traffic in this form.”



www.climatewhistleblowers.org
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